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y definition, archaeology evokes the image of ruins. And ruins exert a pow-
erful aesthetic appeal, perhaps because they seem to give a sharp visual di-
mension to the finality of time.

But what is now ruinous was once whole. We speak of dead languages, we see
empty buildings as if they were dead as well. But they were once pulsating with life.
Dead are only the carriers of a civilization that was, once, as rich and vibrant as our
own.

Thus archaeology is not only about ruins. It is very much about life once lived.

Here at Mozan we wish to take you through a journey that will synchronize your
time with theirs — the ancients’. We want you to revisit their perceptions and make
them yours.

To thus recapture the ancients” experience is not a game of fantasy. We base our ef-
fort on well defined, demonstrable and arguable patterns. We are social scientists with
precise standards. But we are also humanists open to the full gamut of human experi-
ence, across the millennia.

When pursued in this manner, archaeology serves like a diapason by which we can
tune our response to the solicitation of the ancients, our experience to theirs, our hu-

manness to theirs.

You may not easily forget the Mozan journey we propose to you. It unfolds as a
story, with recurrent themes that acquire their full significance as you walk from one
station to the next. The story is the story of this ancient city, as it lived through more
than 20 centuries of a dynamic and glorious history.

It is a story that goes well beyond curiosity. It tells us why it is so important for us,
today, to know how we were in a yesterday that reaches back into the most remote
past. Because the past is for the present. Thus we learn how Syria has been a pivot of
civilization since the beginning, a place where institutional change is at the root the co-
hesiveness of the social groups.

It is, also, a story of how we, the archaeologists, go about establishing such far-
reaching conclusions. The soil we excavate would remain a mute witness were it not

for the skill with which it is first excavated, and then endowed with meaning.

We have pursued these goals systematically, over the years. We have been, and still
are, experimenting with a variety of different approaches that aim to translate into the
concrete reality of modern Syrian Mozan the vision we have of ancient Syrian Urkesh.

This Folio offers a preliminary presentation of the results achieved so far.



PART ONE

THE ORGANIZATION
OF SPACE



visit to an archaeological site is best done when excavations are in progress.

Then one can see how the work is conducted, and benefit from personal guid-

ance of the excavators. It
was a great privilege to have, in
2008, a most distinguished visitor
come to the site whom we could so
escort — H. E. Dr. Asma al-Assad.

But most visitors come when

the excavators are not present, and
it is especially for them that we
have developed an itinerary with
fourteen stops, each with detailed
panels through which a narrative

unfolds.

As if leafing through a book,
one can, at each stop, read a dif-
ferent chapter, because the story
line progresses creating almost a
suspense. One follows the history
of the ancient city, seeing how its
monuments flourished and de-
cayed. And one begins to under-
stand how the archaeologists de-
code this book. Some of the pan-

els address specific aspects and
N & = go into greater detail.

Others present a broad
synthesis, an overview that
encompasses conceptual vis-
tas as wide-ranging in scope
as the field of view which one
can gain from a panoramic
vista point. In the local par-
lance, in fact, the vista point
itself is called “panorama.”




We of course use this combina-
tion of small panels and larger
poster boards even when personally
escorting our visitors to the site. But
it is especially rewarding to know
that we can vicariously welcome

visitors at any time, through the in-
termediary of the written word and
of the images that direct the atten-
tion and train the eye.

Both types of panel include several plates, which acquire their full meaning from

the composite effect resulting from their juxtaposition. More importantly, they ulti-
mately make sense only in relationship to the concrete target to which they refer. Both
aspects are lost in the book format in which they are presented here. We hope that the
fruition we offer at the site will become the destination of more visitors who are
warmly invited to read this book ... in the original. You will begin with a leaflet (re-
produced in the following pages) that will guide you through the itinerary.




English Leaflet - front

Mozan as Urkesh:
Archaeology in the making

Welcome to Tell Mozan, the site of ancient Urkesh. We invite you to see how the hill you saw
from the road is, in fact, a glorious ancient city. You will see the monuments, and we will explain
how they served to enrich the life of the ancient people who lived here.

Who were these people? They constitute one of the oldest civilizations of ancient Syria, that
of the Hurrians. Our evidence suggests that Urkesh had developed as a full-fledged city already
by about 3500 B.C., and that it was already then the site of the major temple which characterizes
its later history. Its history ends at the time when the Hurrians completely disappear from his-
tory, about 1200 B.C.

We also want to explain to you how archaeology can reach these conclusions. It is through ar-
chaeology that we can give voice to the otherwise mute witness of buildings and objects long
since buried in the ground. You will find a number of panels that illustrate important concepts
and special techniques we use.

You can spend several hours, and come back for more. You can also take but a quick tour.
The itinerary (outlined on the back of this page) will help you make the most of your visit, and
you can open the panels you will encounter as if you were turning the pages of a book. This leaf-
let will serve as the introduction and the table of contents.

There is a logic to the itinerary, which unfolds as if a continuous narrative. You can best appre-
ciate this if you allow enough time to reflect on what is written, and to compare the information
on different panels.

The full content of all the panels will be available online as of January 19, 2009, at
www.urkesh.org, where you can find exhaustive additional information about the site. There,

you can also find the address where you may send any comments you have on your visit.

The large boards situated atop the vista points give you a synthesis of what you see below you
respectively in the Temple and the Palace.

Like footnotes in a book, the smaller panels give you the information you need if you wish to
learn the details of what is in front of you. A colored dot on the cover will help you follow your
preferences — white for architecture, material culture, daily life; green for history, society and re-
ligion; yellow for the process of archaeology. Smaller insets in the lower right of each panel, in
italics, address issues of a slightly more technical nature.

Consulting the binder that our guard will give you will let you see photos of the most impor-
tant objects that were found in the spaces through which you are walking. In the near future,
you will be able to see the real objects in the new Museum being built in Hassaka.

Ours is a continuing project, and thus it is experimental in nature and changes every year.
The design we have chosen for our site presentation is meant to be flexible enough to accommo-
date these needs. We will also expand our coverage.

We wish you a happy and productive visit!

Giorgio Buccellati Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati
Director, IIMAS — The International Institute Director, Mozan/Urkesh
for Mesopotamian Area Studies Archaeological Project
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PART TWO

THE INDIVIDUAL
PANELS



Facing
the
centuries

The wall in front of you was built around
2600 B.C. It encased the terrace that sloped up
to the temple you see in the distance. It re-
mained in use for over 1000 years. In the last
centuries of Urkesh (1500 to 1200 B.C.) the
plaza was filled in, and the effect was lost —

much as it is lost today. In order to recapture
the original perception of this vast sacred space,
you are invited to walk down the steps on your
left to the level of the ancient plaza.
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A bird’s
eye view

From this panoramic vista
point you can gain a comprehensive
view of the great Terrace wall and of
the staircase — both built around
2600 B.C. It is not how the ancients
saw it (the next stop will take you
down to their level ...). But the view
from up here, aided by the descrip-
tive panels in front of you, offer you
a good synthetic survey of the visual
and the historical dimensions of this

great monument.
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Facing the
transcendence

From the high vista point be-
hind us we looked down at the
staircase as a bird would. Now we
descend to the level where humans
stood — and still stand. We have ex-
cavated a large portion of the Plaza
specifically in order to make it pos-
sible for you to walk on the ground
the ancients trod. As you approach
the staircase, be mindful of the rich
meaning it held for those who ap-
proached it thousands of years ago.
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The great
ascent

You are now ready to climb
the stairs. There are two important
lessons to be learnt. The first is ar-
chaeological. The sections will teach
us a most important historical les-
son, and will enlighten us on the fi-
nal years of Urkesh” history. The
second is perceptual. Was the ascent
a casual stroll, that anybody in the
city could take, or was it laden with
meaning, and reserved only for reli-
gious occasions?
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The Temple
of the Lion

At the summit of the Terrace,
and today of the tell, there was the
Temple. You have seen already a
synthetic overview in the “pano-
rama” atop the vista point. We
found only the foundations of the
building that was in use around
2400 B.C., and we have added a par-
tial reconstruction in modern mud-
brick.
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Projecting
the Palace

From this panoramic vista
point you have both a visual and a
conceptual overview of the Palace of
Tupkish, built around 2250 B.C.

But the excavations have
brought to light only a portion of the
full Palace —the service wing in its
entirety (to the left) and a small por-
tion of the residential and adminis-
trative sectors (to you right). Also,
the northern portion of the Palace
remains unexcavated.

In the distance to your right you see a yellow metal corner that
marks the projected northeastern corner of the Palace. This gives you
an idea of how much more there is to do in the coming years, if we
want to expose the rest of the Palace...
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Descent to the
Netherworld

The structure to your right
was not visible from the outside as
our protective cover seems to sug-
gest. It was entirely underground,
and only a small cave like entrance
would have been visible, blocked by
a couple of boulders instead of a
regular door panel. (These boulders
are simulated by the two metal

boxes we have placed in front of e
entrance.)

Here and throughout the Palace you will be more dependent, for
explanations and illustrations, on the panoramic panel at stop 6, and
on the binder that our guard will show you. This is because we are in
a transitional phase in our signage. We are experimenting with the
small metal panels you have seen so far on your itinerary. If success-
ful, we will replace the binder with such panels throughout.
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Service wing

of the Palace
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the Service wing, you are now entering
through a breach in the wall and if you
follow the red line you will see three of
the preserved sectors.
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Reception suite

of the Palace
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Just as in the Service wing, here,
too, we enter through a breach in the
wall. The blue arrow shows the projec-
tion of a possible entrance to the For-
mal wing. The few rooms excavated so
far seem to correspond to the reception
suite, where the king would receive
important visitors.

1 — Originally with a white pave-
ment and white plaster on the walls,
and with a drain, this was probably a
room for freshening up

2 — the formal courtyard

3 — access to the courtyard

4 — possibly a waiting room

staircase??
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The
Palace
asleep
eadll
Sl

Around 2150 B.C. the Palace was abandoned. It was as if it had gone
to sleep, because we can see no trace of violent destruction. And so it came
to be overlaid by the activities of people who came in the following centu-
ries. First (2150-1900 B.C.), this became an open area, where among other
things the dead were buried in simple shafts. Then (about 1900-1700 B.C.)
there were semi-industrial installations like pottery kilns, from which came
the large dumps you see in section. This was followed (about 1700-1500
B.C.) by built-up graves in the shape of small houses which you see
shrouded in front of you. Finally, after a massive brickfall, this area devel-
oped into the main service quarter for the Temple.
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The great
Mittani

shift
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We are back at the beginning of our journey into time. In front of the
great staircase we saw, as we called it, the beginning of the end: a great
brickfall that began to obliterate the lower steps of the staircase.

Here we see the completion of our story: another staircase, replacing
the older access to a Temple that had slightly shifted in axis.

It was a comprehensive re-organization of the urban and sacral space,
which we can reconstruct in some detail — and of which we gain an excel-
lent overview from this vista point.
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The last
stand in the
service of
the gods...
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Around 1300 B.C., Urkesh was still an active sanctu-
ary. It was serviced by a relatively small settlement, of
which you see here the final remains — the Temple always
visible a short distance to the east.

It was Urkesh’ last century.

And it is the last stop where we can show you an ex-
cavation in progress.
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The
broader
limits
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This is the highest point on the mound, more than
25 meters above the plain level (and almost 500 m above
sea level). From here, you have a good view of the limits
of the Outer City. The city had an oval shape, about 1.5
km in length and 1 km in width. It was one of the largest
Syrian cities of the third millennium B.C..
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Our final task as archaeologists

is to document and interpret what
we have excavated. We must, as it
were, translate a mound of dirt into a
mound of paper (or, today, of
electronic bits...). The expedition
house has been conceived as a full
fledged Research Center. It allows
our staff to engage in protracted
study periods, using, right here on
site, some of the most advanced
methods and techniques. The result
is a broad series of publications
which you will find in their entirety

on our website: www.urkesh.org.
We will see you online!

Beyond
the dig

|

000 4 o

O Gm S 5 5AY) Liega
b LT L judig (358

Y Al an i of Gl
sl) BosdasS S

A s A Shaa g e ¥l
C timy g (12 Lia gy (8
csadll JaiSe Cany 38 50 Al
On deall 3053 (K4 )
c‘\.j).L:Aa.u\JJU_a\)SSuaP
5 galial) ST gy Lonmy

o Al T skl clilal)
() giiall pe Aadia Aludes
e Lelash baaain

¢ ASTY Lind e
www.urkesh.org
Y1 A% e il




	Introduction
	Part One - Organization of Space
	The leaflet given at the site
	Part Two - The Individual Panels
	1 - Facing the centuries
	2 - A bird's eye view
	3 - Facing the transcendence
	4 - The great ascent
	5 - The temple of the lion
	6 - Projecting the palace
	7 - Descent to the Netherworld
	8 - Service wing of the Palace
	9 - Reception suite of the Palace
	10 - The Palace asleep
	11 - The great Mittani shift
	12 - The last stand in the service of the gods
	13 - The broader limits
	14 - Beyond the dig



